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The Nebraska defense also did a magnificent
job in stifling the Peyton Manning-led offense
of Tennessee that had been so strong all year.

For Coach Tom Osborne, the Orange Bowl
victory marked a spectacular close to a spectac-
ular 25-year career that included three national
championships and 255 wins. Tom Osborne is
truly one of the great legends of college football.
His name now will inevitably be ranked in his-
tory along with Knute Rockne, Bear Bryant, and
Pop Warner.

Congratulations, Coach, and thank you for not
only all the wins but for the way you did it
and the example you set.

Coach Osborne.

[At this point University of Nebraska coach, Tom
Osborne, thanked the President and made brief
remarks. The new Cornhusker coach, Frank

Solege, and team captains Grant Wistrom, Jason
Peter, and Aaron Taylor then presented gifts
to the President.]

The President. It’s beautiful. Thank you.
Now, what are we supposed to do? Usually,

I’m supposed to—we’re going to go out here
and do the receiving line and the pictures, right?

Thanks again for coming. Congratulations to
both of you on a magnificent year. And thanks
for all the thrills you gave the rest of us who
sit in the stands and watch on television. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Lee C. Bollinger, Univer-
sity of Michigan, and Chancellor James C.
Moeser, University of Nebraska.

Statement on the Resignation of John R. Garamendi as Deputy Secretary
of the Interior
April 9, 1998

It is with regret that I accept the resignation
of John Garamendi as Deputy Secretary of the
Interior.

For almost 3 years, John has been a very
important member of my administration and has
successfully handled some of the toughest and
most complicated issues in one of the largest

and most important agencies in the Federal
Government. From California water issues to
the protection of Headwaters redwoods, John’s
ability to find common ground and creative solu-
tions has been a great asset.

I wish him the best for the future.

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1998
April 9, 1998

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Easter.

Just as nature renews the earth each spring,
so does the celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ enliven our spirits. During this holy
season, Christians across America and through-
out the world rejoice at the good news of salva-
tion and the re-creation of God’s perfect world.

On this day of hope and joy, we are also
in the midst of one of the most challenging
and exciting periods in our nation’s history.
From the life of Jesus, we can draw strength

for the vital tasks that lie before us: to unite
our nation of diverse races, cultures, and back-
grounds; to widen the circle of opportunity for
all our people; and to build lasting bridges of
understanding and respect among the nations
of the world.

As Americans gather at sunrise services and
in churches across the country, Hillary joins me
in extending best wishes for a blessed Easter.

BILL CLINTON
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NOTE: This message was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 9.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring Senator Barbara A. Mikulski
April 9, 1998

This is exhibit A for everything I believe in
in politics. You know, Senator Mikulski just
reeled off my week to you, and we just got
home from—Hillary and I did—from this in-
credible 12-day trip to Africa. And I have been
in all those places she said, so I was tired when
I got here. But if you stand this close to Barbara
Mikulski for 5 minutes, I could get down and
do 100 push-ups right now. [Laughter] I want
to go out and run around the block. [Laughter]

Let me say, all of you know I do a number
of these kinds of events, and some nights when
I’m tired I say, ‘‘Gosh, I can’t believe we’ve
got to do one of these.’’ I wanted to come
tonight, and this is one that Hillary is jealous
of me that I got to do that she didn’t, because
of our admiration for Barbara.

I want to read you something. I normally
don’t speak from notes at these things, but I
just want to read you this. Barbara Mikulski:
the first Democratic woman to hold a Senate
seat in her own right; the first Democratic
woman to serve in both Houses; the first woman
to win a statewide election in Maryland; the
first woman to have a leadership position in
the Senate for our party. She’s the first woman
Senator to write two mysteries, which I love
because I read scads of them every year.
[Laughter]

What I want to say to you is that she got
to be all that—first, first, first, first, first—not
because she was a woman but because she has
the heart of a lion and because she’s done good
things for the people of Maryland.

The State of Maryland has been extraor-
dinarily good to me, and we’ve won two great
victories there, because I didn’t have to run
against Barbara Mikulski. [Laughter] And there’s
so many things that I could say about her, but
let me just say a couple of things.

First of all, in 1993, when we were being
absolutely eviscerated with criticism from the
Republicans in Congress, and when, to the per-
son, they voted against my economic plan, and

they said it would cause a terrible recession,
and they said it was going to raise taxes on
ordinary people—they said all these things—we
carried that by one vote in the Senate. And
if Barbara Mikulski hadn’t voted that way, we
wouldn’t have the economy we enjoy today. But
more importantly, Barbara Mikulski gave other
people the courage to vote right. When it comes
to a tough fight, she is the tallest member of
the United States Senate.

And I’m grateful to her for standing with me
in the fight for safer streets, for 100,000 police,
and to get the assault weapons off the streets.
I’m grateful to her for helping to create the
national service program, AmeriCorps, which has
now given 100,000 young people, a lot of them
in Maryland, a chance to earn money to go
to college while serving in their communities.
I’m grateful to her for leading the fight for
safer food. The ‘‘Food Safety Act’’ that we
adopted is profoundly important, and it will be-
come more important in the years ahead as we
have more and more food exported from the
United States to other countries, more and more
food imported into our country from others. I’m
grateful to her for the work she’s done on wom-
en’s health in so many different areas. I’m grate-
ful to her because she believes that we’re here
to do things. And I will say again, this is a
year which is election year, and the country
is in great shape, and I’m grateful for that. But
Barbara Mikulski is helping me to challenge the
Republican majority in Congress not to sit still
and relax and enjoy the success of America but
to take it as an opportunity and an obligation
to deal with the long-term challenges of this
country, to deal with the challenge of fixing
Social Security; to deal with the challenge of
making sure that we don’t keep killing another
1,000 kids a day by not doing what we can
to reduce teenage smoking, to deal with the
further challenges of child care and education
and the environment. We have a lot to do, and
we need some more doers in the Congress. I
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